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Local outdoor retailer, REI, has committed to being a Title Sponsor 
of the Coalition’s first fundraising breakfast. Title Sponsorship is 
the Coalition’s highest level of event support. Other businesses 
and organizations have pledged sponsorships including Buck 
Law Group, Cascade Land Conservancy, Cascadia Consulting, 
Cedar River Group, The Gallatin Group, Green Diamond, K&L 
Preston Gates Ellis LLP, Mentor Law Group, Mountains to Sound 
Greenway, The Nature Conservancy, Port Blakely Tree Farms, Puget 
Sound Energy, R.D. Merrill Company, The Trust for Public Land, 
Washington REALTORS, Washington Recreation and Parks Asso-
ciation and Weyerhaeuser.  

This annual event promises to be an exciting gathering of the region’s 
business, political, conservation, and recreation leaders. Support from 
REI and our other sponsors ensures that all money raised at the event 
goes to the Coalition’s important work of protecting Washington’s 
parks, habitat and working farms. The board, staff and supporters of 
the Coalition are grateful for their support.

The breakfast will be held Wednesday, September 26, from 7:30 to 9:00 
AM at the Seattle Sheraton. If you are interested in attending, please 
contact Jill Wasberg at (206) 748-0082 or Jill@WildlifeRecreation.org.

REI Supports First  
Annual Breakfast

Do you have a favorite 
local beach or natural
area where you enjoy  

kayaking or bird  
watching? A favorite 

playground or ball field 
where you take your kids? 

A favorite walking or 
biking trail? Many of 

your treasured outdoor 
recreation areas and 
natural spaces were 

funded through the most 
significant state-wide land 

acquisition program  
in Washington’s history, 
the Washington Wildlife 
and Recreation Program.
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What’s Inside
$100 million secured for 
the WWRP

Farmland Preservation 
grants

WWRP grants bring 
celebrations
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REI Supports First 
Annual Breakfast

This spring the legisla-
ture increased funding 
for Washington Wild-
life and Recreation 
Program (WWRP) 
grants to an unprec-
edented $100 million. 

When Governor 
Gregoire signed the 
state’s two-year capital 
construction budget, 
she approved the largest 
investment in parks and 
natural areas in Wash-
ington’s history!  This 
wrapped up the Coalition’s successful campaign to 
fund 132 projects.

•	Outdoor Recreation - $36m for 68 state and 	
	 local parks, trails and shorelines.
•	Habitat Conservation - $36m for 32 		
	 natural areas, urban and critical habitat 		
	 and land stewardship.
•	Riparian Habitat - $19m for acquisition 
   or restoration of 22 marine and freshwater 		
	 habitat areas.
•	Farmland Preservation - $9m for the 		
	 conservation of 10 working farms.  This is 

  the first state funding 
for a farmland preser-
vation program!

• Puget Sound - Of the      
132 funded projects, 	
33 help protect or 
restore the Sound. 
They total $21m and 
leverage $30m more in 
local matches. 

WWRP grants go to cities, 
counties and state agen-
cies. Public and private 
dollars match local projects 
by 50%, and funds for state 

projects are used to match federal grants.

Inflation and real estate prices eroded the 
WWRP’s buying power. Funding for the program 
was around $50 million a biennium since the 
Coalition persuaded the legislature to establish it 
in 1989.

The 2007 Capital Budget had solid bipartisan 
support in both the House and Senate, but 
House Speaker Frank Chopp (D-Seattle) and 
Representative Bill Fromhold (D-Vancouver) 
were early champions of securing $100m.  

Coalition Doubles State Funds for 
New Parks, Habitat & Farmland
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Join our co-chairs, Governors Daniel J. Evans 
and Mike Lowry, for our first annual breakfast 
to support our work to secure state funding for 
Washington’s parks, wildlife and working farms.

Wednesday, September 26th 
7:30 – 9:00 AM 
Seattle Sheraton

RSVP by Sept. 14 to (206) 748-0082 or
Jill@WildlifeRecreation.org 
A donation will be requested during the program.

WWRP funds protect habitat for eagles, osprey and great 
blue heron along the Chehalis River Surge Plain. AUTUMN 2007
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The Coalition celebrates the largest appropriation for parks, 
wildlife and farmland in Washington State’s history.
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Wildlife and Recreation 
Coalition Breakfast




